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MYTHOLOGICAL EMBLEM GLYPHS  

OF ANCIENT MAYA KINGS

Abstract

Resumen

del tiempo profundo.

INTRODUCTION

seems ripe to tackle the ancient Maya conception of time, or at least to attempt to address some aspects 
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e.g. Helmke 

(e.g.

the historical present that reveal the intent and purpose behind such parallelism and restructuration. In 

describe the ability to return to mythic time and for mythic events to become contemporary to their 

mythic events tied to these supernatural toponyms.

Christophe Helmke
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EMBLEM GLYPHS

Emblem Glyphs do not include references to the individual sites or polities, then there seems to be 

three more years until the publication of  by David Stuart and Stephen 

ajaw

this feature in the latter half of the Early Classic.

the variable component of EGs is usually toponymic, in all cases, these served as titular referents to 
monarchs of particular royal courts, not sites or toponyms per se  

as MUT

K’UH-[2ku-la]AJAW to be read 
.
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demonstrates that these titles did not serve as toponymic references per se.

Fig. 1. Emblem Glyphs of Palenque. The 
Matwiil

Christophe Helmke
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one of the features shared by these four EGs is that the presumed toponyms that appear at their heart 

PALENQUE: BAAKE’L AND MATWIIL

provide a –Vl  
seems likely, based on available evidence.3 In full, the 

AD

 
 (see Gronemeyer 

 title, but another 

BAK

3 –al
iil

 

le la

eel > –el
BAK-ke-la

eel 
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MAT

Yukatek 
MAT

MAT

–iil

Many questions surround the use of this alternate Matwiil title that appears to substitute for the 

Palenque carry the Matwiil

Fig. 2. The Matwiil
Matwiil

label Matwiil

Christophe Helmke
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Matwiil

Matwiil
the toponym Matwiil

from these reveal that Matwiil

are said to abound, Matwiil 4, the mythic place of 

BC just seven years before to the advent of the current creation, 

BC BC, an event that is 

Matwiil
Matwiil

the Matwiil

BC

Matwiil  EG on his accession

Casper I retrospectively carries the 
BC. The earliest contemporary mention to his Early Classic namesake Casper 

 title.

accession of Casper II from that of  II in AD

the  (AD

see the Matwiil  I (AD 
Matwiil title as many as ten times, but upon closer scrutiny it becomes clear 

4 

Matwiil 

, the  EG is 
K’UH-BAK-a-AJAW a

–la

–a , an allomorph of –ha
 and 

 vs. 
 only to be replaced by  at 

a subsequent point in time.
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posthumous monuments erected by his eldest son and successor. The earliest contemporary records 
of 

AD

alfardas of House A in the Palace, 
dated to AD  title. In contrast the panels 
of the Temple of the Inscriptions completed by his son, AD

 the 
title of Matwiil

AD

juncture carries the Matwiil

 to carry the Matwiil EG.

Fig. 3. Matwiil and 

Christophe Helmke
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His son, 
u-juun-tahn

of the Matwiil title,  did not use the title until he had completed the Cross Group, dedicated 
AD

idea that 

 II (c. AD Matwiil 

Matwiil title, then that of  at the start of 

that the Matwiil title does not substitute for the 
 Naahb III (c. AD

Fig. 4. 
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Matwiil 
AD AD

AD  Naahb 

 Naahb III, the son of the 

, ‘Matwiil 

 Naahb Matwiil

Matwiil, and enthusiastically donned the title 

from their immediate predecessors – but by their relations to Matwiil title. In the 

YAXCHILAN: PA CHAN

chan ajaw Pa chan
Pa chan

Pa chan

Pa chan
Pa chan emblems 

Christophe Helmke
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Fig. 5. The Pa chan
Pa chan

Pa chan EG 
et al.

AD

AD

Pa chan

 Skull II (AD

pa chan ajaw, or ‘Pa chan

Pa chan

Occasionally, the cleft of the Pa chan
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the Pa chan

, completed in AD 
rd

 to 

Pa chan is 
the earth is rent

 (Dibble and Anderson 

 found in items such as 

Pa chan
the compilers of the 
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in the 

Pa chan

et al. 
et al.

et al. 

BC 

Fig. 6. 
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Fig. 7. 
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creatures a means of access to the surface of the earth (see Bierhorst 

scenes that relate the trials of Juun Ajaw (the elder of the mythical Hero 

 

at San Bartolo, also depicts the descent of the Principal Bird Deity, 

Pa chan, in addition to 

descended into the realm of mythic heroes, may even serve to name the 
place of its defeat. If this interpretation holds true, the mere toponym 
Pa chan

BC, et 
al. 

Fig. 8. 

from San Bartolo, Str. 
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et al. 
an at this time, 

doubt that this serves to record an early form of the Pa chan toponym and here it functions, much as 

Pa chan as a titular label at 

the Principal Bird Deity and its defeat at the hands of Juun Ajaw

Pa chan

That Pa chan
AD

Christophe Helmke

Fig. 9. Pa chan
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 in AD Pa chan
Pa chan

strove to lay claim to the title derived from the mythical place, to liken themselves to the primordial 
Juun Ajaw

the case, the Pa chan

YAXCHILAN: Y2

PET

Fig. 10. 

–nib

st
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the 

e.g.

pars pro toto representation of the cranial 

 II (AD Pa chan EG, these 
 I under the 

 IV (AD

local ruler, but his father.

Pa chan emblem presented earlier, 
there is no inherent reason to assume that various sites could not share the same titular emblem, especially 

AD

yitaaj
and he is described as et 
al. nib

et al. 

attributes an early form of the Pa chan
Pa chan title to his mother. It is on the basis of this evidence 

Pa chan emblem do not in fact stem 

Christophe Helmke
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 III (AD

 is the son of Lady 
 and of  III (AD th successor of the dynastic 

founder Pa chan
et al. 

th

BC.

et al. 

place named Nah-ho -chan
the supreme celestial lord, God D, at -chan

chab-
in part 

Naah

AD

is said to be the spirit companion of the deity 

 Possibly read  

YAX-CHIT? / NAH-KAN, to be read 
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Fig. 11. 

Christophe Helmke
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Juun Ajaw

a Spondylus
et al. 

on to record: ochha a  , it has 
ochha

out YAX-tz’a[?]-wa / je?-na, possibly read 
och-ha -a- a

–a –aj –iij
ochha a

uht iiy the past 

as an emphatic device (see Helmke et al.

et al.
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Fig. 12. Spondylus
Juun Ajaw
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et al. 

Spondylus

Spondylus

Popol 

Fig. 13. 
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are planted in the heavens and the toponyms Nah-ho -chan -chan

nal

godly

uchabiiy

AP SB.

Christophe Helmke
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Fig. 14. 
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CONCLUSIONS

myths presented here are all intimately related to royalty and clearly served a prominent role in ancient 

for Matwiil and Pa chan

toponyms 

 of the Pueblo Indians (e.g. 

Fig. 15.  <Coatepec

Christophe Helmke
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or the Icelandic settlements named Ásgarður e.g. 

events actually transpired at these locations remains an open question, but is certainly plausible.

Matwiil
BC. For the 

Matwiil

Pa chan
place in the time of Juun Ajaw

Matwiil , 

since in the time of Matwiil

the protracted transition that culminated in recorded history. In contrast, for Pa chan

Pa chan Juun 
Ajaw

uninterrupted chain.

et al.

closed the tomb of the local ruler  (AD
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Fig. 16.

 as 

Christophe Helmke
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