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INTRODUCTION

function of the manufacture, use and distribution processes of elite pottery.

and essential links in the chain of supply and demand.

bit looted artefacts appear on international art markets and, in the course, are scattered around private 

part of international auctions shall convince any sceptics. 

et al.

et al.

 (see 
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WHO PAINTED FOR WHOM? ON THE PROBLEM OF ASSIGNING 
UNPROVENANCED ARTEFACTS AND LOCATING PLACES OF CRAFT 

PRODUCTION
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et 

al.

et al.

 

Statistical studies at Seibal, Tikal, in addition to other sites, indicate that craft production took place 

et al.

Guido Krempel, Sebastian Matteo
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ff.

et al.

et al. et al.

and the quality of 
available resources. This distinction of quantitative and qualitative aspects of craft production should 

A STYLISTIC APPRAISAL TO NORTH-EASTERN PETEN WORKSHOPS 
(XULTUN, YOOTZ, AND RÍO AZUL)

et al.

et al.

in situ, or the appearance of more previously looted material in private collections. Until 
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heavily eroded monuments and unprovenanced ceramics. Based on studies of several pottery samples, 

et. al

been deciphered as 

Fig. 1.

Guido Krempel, Sebastian Matteo
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socioeconomic functions of Late Classic polychrome ceramics, and it is by means of comparisons 

. Furthermore, the lack of 

toponymic titles on the one hand, and local stylistic traits of ceramic production on the other. Ball 

THE DEFINITION AND CLASSIFICATION OF PAINTING STYLES  
AND CORRESPONDING ‘SCHOOLS’

th et al.
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scheme, other approaches are possible and desirable” 

upper class society. 

et 

al.

DEFINING NORTH-EASTERN PETEN CERAMIC SPHERES AND STYLES 

et al.
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et al.

THE “CHAÎNE OPÉRATOIRE”

 comprises the 

 to the study of Classic Maya pottery. Sadly, this tool cannot 
chaîne 

3 

our paper.
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nomenclatures, all based on reasonable material foundations.
Necessarily, our present study focuses on the penultimate production step, the decoration, and the 

 
etc.

3. Elaboration of the Ceramic 
recipient

Method of elaboration

4. Decoration

Method of decoration

Thematic

Primary Standard 

Structure

particularities

etc.

Table 1. 

Guido Krempel, Sebastian Matteo
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IMPLICATIONS FOR THE STUDY OF REGIONAL PSS VARIATIONS  
AS STYLISTIC TOOL

 has hitherto barely been studied in a systematic 

4. This approach 

GOD.N-yi collocation appears in virtually the entire 
 verbal 

UH(-yi), to be read  ‘to sanctify, 

value bi
compound that is mostly limited to 

4 th
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Fig. 2.

  GOD.N-yi
  K’AL-ja
  K’AL-ja GOD.N-yi
  T’AB-yi
  UH-yi
  bi

Guido Krempel, Sebastian Matteo
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Paste elaboration

et al.

prominent vessel types are jaay , ajaljib 

otot

Decorations (painting)

tones 

can be left blank 

Decoration (Imagery)

uncolored surface ( , 

Decoration (writing)

WAY ALAY

T’AB

, and . 
  and  (alternatively yosoon or 

even 

 
n...  ajaw 

ajaw 

THE ‘PALACE SCHOOL’ OF YAX WE’EN CHAN K’INICH AT XULTUN

et al.
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, 

th century AD. Henceforth, 

and his devoted master artists.

BLACK-ON-CREAM POLYCHROMES

 (see Matteo and Krempel 

, further 

son of Muyal

presence of the  title, and additionally discernible by the still elusive but only locally 
used 
(  and to his father (

MUYAL-?-li? IK’-MIJIN?-? CHAN-na-CHAK-ki 
baah (BAH-ji BAH-hi

th th

Guido Krempel, Sebastian Matteo
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Fig. 3.

plate of 
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. 

et al.

ajaljib,

cylindrical vessels (

RED-ON-CREAM POLYCHROMES

THE PANELA GROUP

 Court (Garrison and Stuart 

Guido Krempel, Sebastian Matteo
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Fig. 4.  (adapted from Robiscek and Hales 

, private collection (photo by Yuriy 
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Fig. 5.
et al.

a b c
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Fig. 6.
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c
d
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characteristically painted in black.

, 

et al.

THE HU’UNAL GROUP

the vessels of 

 

aj- 

Guido Krempel, Sebastian Matteo
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Fig. 7.

a

b
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The name of  assumed ally, 

Chan , baah 

, and the of 
 and consorts, as the plate 

, the 
. 

 

such as Los Alacranes, Buenavista del Cayo, and the yet unprovenanced house of 

Guido Krempel, Sebastian Matteo
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AD Naranjo

K’ahk’ Tiliiw Chan 
Chaahk

Tubal

attacked by Naranjo

Yajawte’ K’inich put 

Chaahk

K’ahk’ Yohl K’inich, 

K’ahk’ Ukalaaw Chan 
Chaahk 

 Ajmaxam 

Taxin Chan Ajaw
Yax We’en Chan 
K’inich 

Ajpitzil K’inich

“Scroll head” Ti’ 
Kuy ?; Muyal Chan 
Chaahk

captive taken by 

Table 2.

et 

al.

yosoon

IMPLICATIONS FOR A HISTORICAL SETTING OF XULTUN’S ‘PALACE 
SCHOOLS’
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. Thus, it can be 

 This 
joyaj ti ajawlel

(ya-AJAW-TE’-K’INICH yo-YOTZ-
AJAW

. The focus 
on 

th

 
 
 

, , and 

of 

Chan

, must have 

ruler Muyal  

treat it as an independent particle, a choice that has not been amended by the editors.

Guido Krempel, Sebastian Matteo
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Fig. 8.
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Fig. 9.
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composed of repetitive black K’AN
: the ‘Vessel of the 

UH?-[yi]
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Fig. 10.

Guido Krempel, Sebastian Matteo
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CONCLUSION 

 that is yet 
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to an 

 

, and 

, 

the frequent appearance of the ‘thirteenth partition (
th partition 

( th partition (

 and 

seventh province, 
th th

called  

Guido Krempel, Sebastian Matteo
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vessel for his local urban leader. The reason behind the commission of this vessel may have been the 

many other noble houses ( , 

. A possible scenario can be reconstructed thanks to the 

(  of 

for 
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